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SOON Eee atiINIDK Ea A Roi ak 
LONG TIME — | ors itt Few 
people live that long, yet many de- 
scendants of the old families of Clinton 
County are still living, including 
daughters of the original Hicks family 
who were, and are, a part of the es- 
tablishment and growth of this com- 
munity and of the Hicks Store. 


The average life of a business estab- 
lishment has been estimated to be 
about seven years, yet the Hicks store 
has endured for a hundred years, and 
on this, our Centennial Anniversary 
we pause momentarily, by means of 
this booklet, to review the history of 
St. Johns asking pardon for the pride 
displayed in the parts taken in this his- 
tory, by the original John Hicks, his 
son John Clayton Hicks,.and the Hicks 
family. 
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@ 70 OUR THOUSANDS OF Cus. 


TOMERS AND FRIENDS who through 
one hundred years have expressed confi- 
dence by their liberal patronage; 


TO RELIABLE MANUFACTURERS 
of quality merchandise whose practical co- 
operation has contributed so much to one 


hundred years of success; 


TO JOHN HICKS, THE HICKS FAM- 
IEYT AND SHE HICKS STORE EM: 
PLOYEES, who throughout one hundred 
years have adopted the spirit and ideals 
established in the original Hicks Store — 
giving courteous service along with hon- 
est values. 
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7. a little cabin in DeWitt in the year 1849, John 
| Hicks began business with his uncle, David Sturges. 
He was twenty-five years of age. DeWitt was the 
county seat; St. Johns was a wilderness at that time. 
Michigan was sparsely populated; there were few 
roads; at certain times of the year the trails through 
| forest-covered Clinton County were rendered almost 
| impassable. 
| In 1853. while the Detroit and Milwaukee railroad 
| was being slowly extended from Detroit. a party 
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of Lansing officials formed a company to purchase 
land along the railroad right-of-way in anticipation 
of future town-sites. 


| In 1852 the first postoffice in the township of Bing- 
| ham was established in the home of George W. 
Estes, who was appointed postmaster. It is said 
that the first mail brought to St. Johns was carried 
in the mail rider's hat and that the first postmaster 
kept his office in a cigar box. 


HROUGH John Higham, chief engineer of the new 
railroad, it was definitely learned that a station was 
to be built where St. Johns now stands. John 
Swegles was immediately delegated to purchase this 
land. From George W. Estes, who represented the 
owners, Mr. Swegles bought eighty acres, and im- 
mediately began the surveying of the village as pro- 
posed. 


HE village site was covered with pine trees. Chop- 
ping was the first work necessary; so Mr. Swegles 
built a steam saw mill which was finished in the 
winter of 1854-55. 
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GROUP of inhabitants gathered together one day 
for the purpose of selecting a name for this embryo 
village which was attracting wide attention. 
| Wittemoreville, Meadville and Sturgesville were 
discussed. St. Johns was finally decided upon as a 
compromise in honor of John Swegles. 


In the spring and fall of the year it was almost im- 
possible for anyone to get into town in these early 
times. 
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LINTON Avenue was a quagmire. The mud was so 
deep that the dray which carried the mail became 
stuck and was marooned there for several hours. 


“At one time an improvised causeway, consisting 
of planks resting on large wooden horses, was built 
across Clinton Avenue. Women with their wide 
skirts could be seen balancing themselves on the 


narrow walk. 


N spite of these unpromising conditions, John 
Hicks, with undaunted faith in the future of St. 
Johns and vicinity, established his store in a little 
frame building and started immediately to gain 
friends and customers. Mr. Hicks was a fair, 
honest man in business. He applied himself to his 
work very closely, but he always found time to be 
of benefit to the town, and had a reputation with 
everyone for good merchandise. He said no store 
could expect to remain in business very long unless 
it sold the best. 


‘John Hicks also ran a foundry not so much for 
the profit that was in it as for the benefit it was to 
the community and the farmer especially.” 
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N 1858 the fire department was organized. A hook- 
and-ladder was purchased, which was merely the 
addition of a ladder to the old time bucket brigade. 
At a meeting on April 3, 1860, the trustees of the 
village decided to purchase for five hundred dol- 


lars the fire engine belonging to the Eagle Engine 
Co., No. 2, of Detroit. A hose cart and three hun- 
dred feet of hose were also secured. Two reservoirs 
were constructed on Clinton Avenue. 
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HE first National Bank was organized in 1865. 
Charles Kipp was chosen president; John Hicks, 
vice-president; and S. S. Walker, cashier. 


In 1860 R. M. Steel became a resident of St. Johns. 
In the years that followed, Mr. Steel contributed 
greatly to the welfare of St. Johns. With John 
Hicks, he constructed many beautiful brick build- 
ings. He founded the St. Johns’ Manufacturing 
Company, which for years furnished employment 
to hundreds of St. Johns’ citizens. 


John Hicks was active in the organization of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church of St. Johns in 1871. 
He was Chairman of its Board and one of its 
Trustees. The pipe organ and the chimes were gifts 
to the Methodist Church by the Hicks Family. 


HE last quarter of a century has seen much de- 
velopment here in which the Hicks family has taken 
‘active part. The present efficient Rodney Wilson 
high school was built and wisely staffed. It has 
graduated hundreds of boys and girls from St. Johns 
and its wide farming community. Many successful 


careers can be credited to this school. 
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N 1926-27, residents of rural Clinton County and 
townsfolk of St. Johns accomplished the outstand- 

ing task of raising by popular subscription $175,000 
for the purpose of building a hospital in St. Johns. 
With this fund the beautiful Clinton Memorial 
Hospital was built, having a capacity of 52 beds 
and dedicated to the Clinton County veterans of 
all wars. The Republican News received national 
citation for its efforts in furthering this worthy 
community service. } 


\ 


Ee ——— 
aot wr 
aie _ 
; : <’, = " 
4 “ id a 
Le ea 


=. - 


bre yinwoO novell? leur to esasbigas SE-OSEE VN 
-basrivo acl) bsdaitgmense caciel, 32 Sq alietertver 
000 .7° Le sougisntivg saluqpeg <4 givitina 4.8205 yn 
eadol 22 ni latiqued.« gatblind loupagaaty sey x02 
lciromrsM noieilD lwtineesd ode dete eiete ci97W/ 
thos SC io yWhegese guived lied asw toriqeoH 
lo anczisvy nwo) noimilD s¢9 es beteaibeb bns 
lsnoisan bevisowe ews ew Ile 
yeltrow aids grivedoel ni #1 x01 noi 
waivIse YE 


ity 


ULL value of the service of Clinton Memorial Hos- 
pital is difficult to appraise. More than 100,000 
patients have been cared for in its 22-year history 
of alleviation of human suffering and saving of 
human life. It has brought to this city the citizens 
of several surrounding counties and made St. Johns 
a medical center for a large territory. 


Within the past year its capacity has been increased 


to 75 patients and many modern scientific facilities 


for diagnostic and therapeutic service have been 


added. 


St. Johns has a fine municipal building which houses 
the city offices, public auditorium and the Bement 
Library, which was named for a member of the 
Hicks family whose bequest helped finance it. 


ECOGNIZING the needs of modern youth, in 
1934-35, our leaders in town and farm country in- 
structed city and school officials to develop a 
60-acre woodlot, formerly known as Emmons 
Woods, into a fine city park and a well equipped 
recreational center. Here, throughout the seasons the 
young folks enjoy locally sponsored athletic pro- 
grams — hundreds of farm boys and girls meet here 
under auspices of the 4-H Clubs. Family reunions 
and picnics are held a-plenty in its wooded sections. 
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HE management of the Hicks store is proud to 
be a part of this city and community. It is proud 


that down through the past century the members 
of the Hicks family who have been active in busi- 
ness endeavors have also had their part in most, if 
not all, of the progressive steps and enterprises which 
has made St. Johns what it is today. 


T. JOHNS will remain a progressive city just so 
long as its citizens provide for the surrounding 
area those services which the people demand. In 
this connection the Hicks Store has plans for the 
future. It believes that Tomorrow will be different 
than Today. It recognizes that the youth of Today 
will not be satisfied with the customs and services 
of Yesterday. It predicts that Tomorrow will be 
a better day. It recognizes its responsibility to keep 
step with that progress. 
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FINE market for local livestock raisers has always 
been maintained. Within the past decade a larger 
and better market has been established in St. Johns 
with branch markets in a dozen other points in 
northern and eastern Michigan. It is difficult to 


IN MEMORIAM 
Mr. Albert Snitgen. long time friend of all St. Johns 


and vicinity, and associate of the Hicks Store per- 
sonnel. 
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evaluate the benefits which have come both to St. 
Johns as a city and rural Clinton county from the 
establishment of these markets which serve fully 
one-third of the area of the lower peninsula of 
Michigan. The volume of livestock bought and 
sold in St. Johns runs into millions of dollars. 


* * * 


the years, the years! A full century devoted to 
serving one community — keeping pace with ever 
changing business conditions, innovations in mer- 
chandising methods, new creations in materials, 
preferences and necessities of the buying public. 
The Hicks Store has seen all of these and plans to 
see many more. In lighting, it has run the course 
from candle light, kerosene lamps and gas light to 
Neon and fluorescent illumination; in textiles, from 
alpaca, broadcloth and bombazine to rayon, nylon 
and other synthetic fabrics. 


T has seen the progression of stage coach, steam 
railroad, automobile and airplane: from plodding 
wagon team to fast motor freight. From the dust 
and mud of earlier days to concrete trunk-line high- 
ways and ‘‘black top’ secondary roads. 
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Clinton Coun- 
ty Memorial 
Hospital. 


Rodney Wilson 
High School. 


ACH of these advances, now taken for granted by 
everyone, has contributed importantly to the pros- 
perity of St. Johns and Clinton county. 


IN PROOF, 

| let’s look at a few Clinton county statistics (1947): 
| Of its 2,884 farms, 2,641 have electricity: 2,663 
| have automobiles and 2,119 own tractors. Aver- 
age value of farms is $9,937.00 and average farm 


income is $2,889.00. 


St. Johns, being located centrally, and served from 
all directions by excellent highways, is a natural 
| farm trading and shipping center. Likewise, with 
the same freight trucking outlets, St. Johns’ manu- 
factured products reach outside points quickly. 
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St. Johns 
Stock Yards 


St. Johns Co-op 
Elevators — oper- 
ated by George 
C. Brooks. 


Municipal build- 
ing and Public 
Library houses 
city offices and 
public auditorium. 


ERE, then, may be found some of the answers to 
the Hicks Store’s long years of operation. It has 
been located in the midst of good land, among good 
citizens with an ability to meet conditions and 
crises as they come, whatever they may be. 


E are proud of the important part John Hicks 
played in the early history of St. Johns. 


John Hicks began buying grain in 1858; in 1860 
he built a warehouse. At the time of his death he 
was the oldest grain merchant as well as dry goods 
merchant in Clinton County. 
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52 Acre city p< 
and Recreatio 
Center. 


HE Hicks store of today is a monument to his 
memory — the result of strict adherence to the prin- 
ciples that made John Hicks and his son John C. 
Hicks successful in everything they undertook. 


The founder of the Hicks store was a man who, 
while promoting individual success, also advanced 
the general welfare of the community. He con- 
tributed largely to the commercial prosperity, the 
upbuilding and progress of St. Johns. His intel- 
lectual, political and moral influence is still to be 
felt. 
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Court House and County Seat of 
Clinton County. a 


Beautiful home built by John Hicks. 
and occupied for many years by the 
Hicks families. 


Methodist Episcopal Church. 


O history of this city and county, no matter how 
brief, can properly evaluate the progress of a cen- 
tury without mentioning the vital part played by 
the financial institutions. St. Johns has been blessed 
with sound banks. The men who have guided the 
destinies of these banks through good times and 
bad, have always placed the safety of the depositors 
funds first. This pattern of sound banking was 
established back in 1865 when the first John Hicks, 
along with his associates, established the St. Johns 
National bank, an institution which was later 


Wod 19t76in On Inwes bas ¢sio aici to Yiolwed ©. 
“152 &§ Ilo Ieper wl szeulevs Visqoaq mo oind 
vo boysiq z1sq fesiv sdy poineitesm sgodsiw vis 
hearsis aesd zact enelal 42 2nomusiieni laiomeat ott 
+ bebusg sved octw nom off adtted hence dhiw 
bas ewnis boog dguoud: afasd sendy Fe esinisesh 
eroivogeb atl tovyaise sel) besalq wyewis sved .bsd 
“ow poiined bawee lo ainsq a P serf) ebowi 
eiuli adol sexit acl costw 208.1 sb ded becleildcres 7 
enciol 322 sda badeildaves 2otaiscepe sie ds)w gitols | 
w33el ssw coichw~ genase: ti dined isaotis, 


Lo ee tom = eerie le ieee the 


Clinton Ave., St. Jot 
The Hicks Store is c 
trally located here. 


‘National Bank 
of St. Johns. 


John C..Hicks, successor 
of John: Hicks, Sr. 


headed by his son, the late John C. Hicks. St. Johns 
| banks have grown apace with the community. 
Their record of stability is an enviable one. 


INCE 1849, the Hicks Store has been uninter- 
ruptedly in business — an institution in St. Johns. 
It is the oldest dry goods store in the State of 
Michigan bearing the original name. The outstand- 
ing principle which has made it successful during 
the past 100 years —the principle laid down by 
John Hicks and carried along by his son John C. 
Hicks — is and will continue to be strictly adhered 
to. That principle is quality merchandise sold at 
fair prices. 
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HE Hicks store of ready-to-wear, dry goods and 
kindred lines occupies the street floor of the Masonic 
Temple building which was built by the Hicks 
family and is owned by the Hicks store. The two 
upper floors are maintained for Masonic and com- 
munity activities. Plans for a store expansion pro- 
gram to occupy the entire lower floor of this build- 
ing are anticipated. 


After the death of John C. Hicks in 1935, Mc. 
Chalmer W. Shellenberger became the manager and 
later part owner. Mrs. John C. Hicks passed away 
July, 1949, leaving four daughters, Mrs. Owen C. 
Frost of Grosse Pointe, Mrs. Carl W. Bonbright 
and Mrs. Taine G. McDougal, both of Flint, and 
Mrs. Liscombe F. Newton of Malaya, who with 
their families retain a vital interest in the enterprise. 
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“Hosts of warm friends and many 
pleasant associations have crowded my 
15 years with St. Johns and the Hicks 
Store’, says “Shelly”. 


N rounding out fifteen years with 


The Hicks Store, I am mindful of 
the many courtesies and the helpful 


cooperation that have been so gen- 
erously accorded me. 


That no employee has lost his or 
her position through change of man- 
: agement, proves that we are a fam- 
| ily organization, united in keeping 
the name of Hicks an important and 
honored one in the business life of 
| 
| 


St. Johns. 
Let this be my pledge on our 100th 
| birthday . . . to carry on the tra- 


| dition of the honored record estab- 
| | lished by the Hicks family 


| | Keeping pace with the times and 
| | preparing for the future with new, 
smart innovations in anticipation of 
our customers’ comfort and pleasure, 
both today and tomorrow. 


Yours most sincerely, 
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